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Purpose 
 
The following is a brief overview of responsibilities associated with any 
non-exempt land-disturbing activity.  It is unlawful to create any land-
disturbing activity that causes sediment to enter any stream, body of water, 
or encroach on adjoining property or properties.  As a result, it is the 
property owner’s ultimate responsibility to take all steps necessary to control 
runoff during such land-disturbing activity. 
 
Requirement 
 
Prior to construction of a single-family residence, the owner must contact 
the County Building Inspection Department and secure a building permit.  
As a pre-requisite to issuance of a building permit an assessment will be 
made as to the amount of land-disturbance that the construction of the 
residence will create.  If the amount of land-disturbance will be in excess of 
10,000 sf the owner must obtain a land-disturbing permit from the County’s 
ESC Office.  As a part of the land-disturbing permit, an “Agreement in Lieu 
of a Plan” shall be executed by the owner.  This agreement allows the owner 
of the proposed construction of a single-family residence to obtain a land-
disturbing permit without having to submit a formal erosion and sediment 
control site plan for approval.  This agreement is not applicable to land-
disturbing activities that disturb 10,000 sf or more and which will be used 
for commercial use.  In such a case, it is required that a formal erosion and 
sediment control site plan and narrative be submitted to the County ESC 
Office for approval prior to the issuance of a land-disturbing permit. 
 
 
 
 



General 
 
The following are considered the minimum measures required in order to 
meet the requirements under an “Agreement in Lieu of a Plan” for the 
purpose of controlling onsite sediment and to prevent its deposition onto 
adjacent areas.  Additional measures may be required if deemed necessary 
by the County ESC Office.  All specified measures shall conform to the 
latest edition of the Virginia Erosion and Sediment Control Handbook 
(VESCH), a copy of which is available for review at the County ESC Office.  
These measures are the minimum necessary in order to meet the minimum 
standards that are required by both the Virginia Erosion and Sediment 
Control Law and Patrick County’s Erosion and Sediment Control Ordinance.  
In most cases, a construction entrance and perimeter controls shall be 
established prior to beginning any clearing, grading, or construction 
activities.  Erosion and sediment control measures are to be maintained in 
good condition until the site is vegetated and the measures are removed from 
the site.  All temporary erosion and sediment control measures shall be 
removed from the site within 30 days after a suitable stand of permanent 
vegetation has been established. 
 

1. Construction Entrance 
 

The construction entrance is to be constructed with VDOT #1 Stone 
and underlain with geotextile fabric.  Location, width and length will 
be dictated by site conditions.  Generally, the width shall not be less 
than 12 feet or greater than 20 feet.  The length shall be sufficient to 
eliminate the tracking of mud onto the public streets.  Generally, the 
length will not be less than 70 feet.  Sediment shall be removed from 
public roads at the end of each workday by shoveling first and then 
sweeping.  Street washing will be allowed only after sediment is 
removed in this manner.  The construction entrance is to be utilized by 
all vehicular traffic entering or leaving the site.  Construction 
entrances shall conform to the attached VESCH specification. 
 

 



2. Perimeter Control 
 

To prevent silt from leaving the site, a silt fence is to be installed 
along the entire perimeter of the planned site, excluding the 
construction entrance.  The County’s ESC Office may waive the 
installation of silt fence in those areas where it is apparent that the 
fence would serve no useful purpose.  Silt fence shall conform to the 
attached VESCH specification. Alternate methods of perimeter 
controls that conform to the VESCH latest edition may be approved 
by the County ESC Office upon request of the owner.  Any approval 
of alternate methods by the County ESC Office shall be made on a 
case by case basis and shall be based upon site specific conditions. 

 
3. Vegetation/Stabilization 

 
A temporary vegetative cover shall be applied within 7 days to all 
disturbed areas, including soil stockpiles, which are not at final grade 
but will remain dormant for longer than 14 days.  Soil preparation and 
permanent seeding will be accomplished immediately after removing 
temporary vegetative cover and or soil stockpiles.  A fast germinating 
seed appropriate for the time of year of planting will be used for all 
temporary seeding. 

 
All disturbed areas shall be stabilized with permanent seeding within 
7 days after completion of finish grading.  Permanent seeding shall be 
applied to all disturbed areas that will be left dormant for more than 1 
year. 

 
Mulch (straw or fiber) shall be used in conjunction with all temporary 
and or permanent seeding measures.  Mulch shall be used to stabilize 
all newly seeded areas until a uniform vegetated cover is established. 

 
Temporary seeding, permanent seeding, and mulching shall conform 
to the attached VESCH specifications. 
 



4. Construction Road Stabilization 
 
Areas which are graded or used for construction vehicle traffic and 
parking purposes are especially susceptible to erosion.  The exposed 
soil surface is continually disturbed by traffic, leaving no opportunity 
for vegetative stabilization of these areas.  These areas also tend to 
collect and transport runoff along their surfaces during precipitation 
events.  During wet weather, particularly during the winter season, 
they often become muddy quagmires which generate significant 
quantities of sediment that may pollute nearby streams or be 
transported off site on the wheels of vehicles.  Dirt roads can become 
so unstable during wet weather that they can become virtually 
unusable. 
 
Immediate stabilization of such areas with stone may cost money at 
the outset, but it may actually save money in the long run by 
increasing the usefulness of construction roads during wet weather 
and avoiding costly cleanup of sediment which has been deposited in 
off-site areas and costly repairs to adjacent properties as a result of 
sedimentation.  Many construction roads will become permanent 
driveways at the finish of construction, which if paved would require 
base stone, so the installation of stone for these roads at the onset of 
construction will result in much of the base stone for paved driveways 
having already been in place, lessening the perceived cost of 
construction road stabilization.  If the permanent driveway is to be 
stone, the same situation for paved driveways holds true, in that much 
of the required stone for the permanent driveway is already in place 
and may only require a fresh top coating of stone for permanent use. 
 
Construction Road Stabilization requires that access roads and parking 
areas be wide enough for larger construction vehicles to remain within 
the confines of the road, drainage ditches be provided as needed and 
be constructed in accordance with VESCH Spec 3.17 (Stormwater 
Conveyance Channels), and that a sufficient layer of crushed stone (as 
much as six inches) be applied immediately after grading of the 



parking areas or road.  Filter fabric may be applied to the roadbed for 
additional stability in areas where the subgrade is wet. 

 
 
Maintenance 
 
Construction entrances shall be maintained in a condition which will prevent 
tracking or flow of mud or sediment onto public highways.  This may 
require periodic top dressing with additional stone and or reworking the 
existing stone as conditions may demand. 
 
Silt fence will be checked for undermining and deterioration at least once 
per week or immediately following each rain event whichever occurs first.  
Any required repairs shall be made immediately.  Sediment deposited at silt 
fences shall be removed once the height of the sediment has reached ½ the 
height of the silt fence. 
 
All permanent or temporary seeded areas shall be checked regularly to 
ensure that a good stand of vegetation is maintained.  Areas will be fertilized 
and re-seeded as needed. 
 
Both temporary and permanent roads and parking areas may require periodic 
top dressing with new gravel.  Seeded areas adjacent to roads and parking 
areas should be checked periodically to ensure that a vigorous stand of 
vegetation is maintained.  Roadside ditches and other drainage structures 
should be checked regularly to ensure that they do not become clogged with 
silt or other debris. 
 
Regular inspections will be performed by the County ESC Office and any 
additional ESC measures required, ESC measures that are not installed 
properly, and ESC measures that have not been maintained or are deficient 
shall be noted on an inspection report.  All items noted on the inspection 
report shall be corrected prior to the correction deadline listed on the report. 
 
 



For Technical Assistance: 
 
Patrick County ESC Office: Mark A. Vernon 
     Combined ESC & SWM Administrator 
     Patrick County Administration Office, 

Stuart VA 
     (276) 694-6094 
 
Department of Environment Quality (DEQ): 
 
     Blue Ridge Regional Office, Roanoke VA 
     (540) 562-6700 












































































































